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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DON & CHERYL BRENENGEN RECOGNIZED WITH PRESTIGIOUS NATIONAL COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

Owners of Brenengen Ford earns Ford ‘Salute To Dealers’ award 

SPARTA, WI – January 31, 2011 – In recognition of their outstanding corporate citizenship and contributions to the community, Don and Cheryl Brenengen have earned a Salute To Dealers award from Ford Motor Company. They are one of four North American dealers who will receive the eleventh annual tribute at a ceremony held February 4 preceding the National Automobile Dealers Association (NADA) Convention in San Francisco. Honorees were selected from among nearly 4,000 dealers across the United States and Canada for exhibiting unparalleled dedication to their communities.

The list of Brenengens' community activities is extensive in scope, but their major focus has been on the youth of West Salem, Sparta and Tomah, WI. Over the past several years Don and Cheryl led a grass-roots effort to establish a Boy & Girls Club in West Salem, WI.  The couple worked through the non-profit group Village People to chair a fundraising campaign that raised three years of operating funds, which included a substantial donation of their own.   
They were also successful in establishing an endowment fund, which will help sustain the future of the club.  An agreement was made with Franciscan-Skemp-Mayo Health Care to lease a vacated clinic building to the club for $1 per year.  The Brenengens then lead the effort to solicit in-kind donations, organize volunteers and remodel the former clinic building into an inviting, kid-friendly facility including computer and tutoring labs.  Before the doors opened, they personally invested many days and late nights in preparing the facility.  Don and Cheryl continue to commit both time and financial resources to sustain the clubs in the communities in which they do business.

Don has continued to serve on Boys and Girls Club boards of La Crosse and West Salem and Cheryl has chaired annual fundraising events.   Unfortunately, an unusually heavy snow load on the club building recently caused the roof to collapse and has rendered it unusable.  The Brenengens now plan to work on a Capital Campaign with a goal of building a new facility. 

The Brenengens' inspire others

“Don and Cheryl have truly touched the community by giving thousands of hours of their time and financial support," said Craig Kuberski, Ford Motor Company Credit Business Development Manager. "They're commitment is an inspiration to others, especially their dealership staff.  At each of their five dealerships, they have fundraising committees responsible for raising money and giving back to the local community."
Staff have held bake sales, pie-in-the-face contests, “kiss a pig” contests and even tricycle races.  At the end of each year, the Brenengens' personally match these donations.  The funds are then used to support local food pantries; The Salvation Army; Boys & Girls clubs in Greater La Crosse, Sparta and Tomah; New Horizons Women Shelter; Monroe County Human Services as well as individuals experiencing hard times.  Funds have also provided "Guitars for Vets," which helps armed forces veterans use music as a coping mechanism.  In 2010 alone, staff efforts resulted in more than $13,000 in funds raised for local charities.
Reaching out

The Brenengens' involvement extends far beyond their work with the Boys & Girls Clubs of America.   Cheryl was involved in a capital campaign for the Coulee Region Humane Society and was one of the founders of the Village People, a nonprofit group in West Salem dedicated to facilitating ideas, programs and projects that will benefit the West Salem community. This organization was the vehicle through which the new Boys and Girls Club was established.  

The Brenengens also donated 24 acres of land that bordered Veterans' Memorial Park to La Crosse County for a paved hiking and biking trail. In addition, the Brenengens donated 26 acres of land to the City of Sparta in 2002 for development of a nature parkway adjoining the La Crosse River. They have also targeted youth by developing a Bicycle Safety Fair to promote safety and fun while biking.  Don serves as a member of the La Crosse County Economic Development Fund which works to improve the business environment and to attract new business to the area.  One of their favorite and more unusual forms of philanthropy has involved raising steer and donating the processed meat to many non-profit organizations.  
In the end, Don firmly believes in the power of selflessness. “We both came from modest backgrounds and have been fortunate as our lives have moved forward. That may have given us greater awareness to the need to give back to the communities around us.”

An Important Ford Motor Company Tradition

Salute To Dealers is conducted under the guidance of Edsel B. Ford II, a member of Ford’s Board of Directors. The program was launched in 2001 to demonstrate the company's commitment to its thousands of dealer principals who step beyond their showroom doors to make a difference where they live and work. 

Edsel B. Ford II and three other judges selected winners from nominees around the world based on community service activities, length of participation and personal motivation. Regional representatives for all Ford Motor Company brands submitted nominations.  

A painted portrait of each honoree will have a montage of philanthropic and volunteer activities that led to the award. Duplicates of the portraits will join a Salute To Dealers display in the lobby of Ford’s World Headquarters in Dearborn, Michigan for year-round viewing.

###

About Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company, a global automotive industry leader based in Dearborn, Mich., manufactures or distributes automobiles across six continents. With about 163,000 employees and about 70 plants worldwide, the company’s automotive brands include Ford and Lincoln. The company provides financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company. For more information regarding Ford’s products, please visit www.ford.com.
More information about Salute To Dealers is available at http://www.salutetodealers.com and http://media.ford.com.
More information about Salute To Dealers is available at http://www.salutetodealers.com and http://media.ford.com.

